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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 04602 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OGEN, UR, AFSP, PINS 

SUBJECT: LONG TERM CAR LEASING FOR SMUN 

REFS: (A) USUN 00821, (B) MOSCOW 4444(NOTAL) 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS NO OBJECTION IN PRINCIPLE TO 
PERMITTING LONG TERM LEASING OF CARS BY THE SOVIET 
MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

2. WE WOULD, HOWEVER, MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS. 
INSPITE OF WHAT MAY BE IN INTOURIST PAMPHLETS. AS A 
PRACTICAL MATTER EMBASSY OFFICERS ARE NOT ABLE TO RENT 
CARS HERE WITHOUT SOVIET DRIVERS. ADDITIONALLY, 

WHILE WE DO NOT WISH TO LINK THE FLAGRANT SOVIET 
FAILURE TO LIVE UP TO WRITTEN AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE 
THE EMBASSY WITH BADLY NEEDED ADDITIONAL HOUSING 
(REFTEL B) WITH THE UNRELATED ISSUE OF CAR RENTAL, 

WE SEE NO REASON TO GO OUT OF OUR WAY TO ASSIST THE 
SOVIET MISSION IN NEW YORK WHILE WE ARE UNABLE TO 
HOUSE ADEQUATELY OUR STAFF IN MOSCOW. THEREFORE, 

WE RECOMMEND THAT THE DEPARTMENT ADVISE SMUN THAT 
CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO THE PROPOSAL BUT AN 
ANSWER MAY TAKE SOME TIME. TOON 
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